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LOOKING BACK TO 1923

It was the beginning of 1923 and the United States of America only
recently had come out of a “war to end all wars.” Warren G. Harding
was President and Calvin Coolidge was his Vice President.

The World War that had raged in Europe only a few years earlier had
forced the country from a period of relative isolationism into a growing
leadership role the nation perhaps was not quite ready fo assume.

In Egypt, the inner tomb of Tutankhomen had been opened just two
months before, and reports still were enthralling the world with stories
of undreamed splendor still untouched after 3400 years.

The winds of change were everywhere. Vladimir Ulianov, or Nikolai
Lenin as he was known to his Bolshevik compatriots who assisted him
in seizing control of Czarist Russia, was solidifying his powers and
building a new political and geographic nation — the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. In India, still firmly under British colonial rule,
Mohandas K. Gandhi sat in prison, arrested on charges of sedition.

Amid labor unrest, West Virginia. still less than 60 years old, was
becoming an increasingly important state to an industrially-developing
nation, with its vast oil, gas, and coal reserves. A West Virginian, John
W. Davis, was being considered as a viable candidate for President on
the Democrat ticket for the following year.

Fairmont, in the heart of West Virginia’s growing bituminous coal
industry, was a growing community with over 18000 people, and
Marion County had a population of 55, 600. Downtown Fairmont,
with a modern streetcar system that brought residents of mearby
communities to the business district, was bustling, and several new
commercial buildings had recently been constructed or were under
construction, The Fairmont State Normal School had only a few years
earlier moved to its new location on Locust Avenue and was seeking
permission to grant a degree in education.

It was in this atmosphere that the Fairmont Lions Clab was born with
the granting of a charter by the International Association of Lions
Clubs on April 20, 1923, becoming West Virginia’s sixth Lions Club
and the first club in northcentral West Virginia. Lionism was on the

move throughout the United States and Canada, with clubs in
42 states and four provinces.

During the past eighty years of existence, the Fairmont Lions
Club has faithfully served the people of Fairmont and Mar-
ion County, with particular emphasis on those less fortunate
individuals and those with sight and hearing impairments.

From the earlier organizational efforts in March 1923 and
the official organization on March 20, 1923, the over 900 men
and (later, also women) who have been members of the
Fairmont Lions Club have put forth a maximum effort to
render true service to their community. !

The Fairmont Lions Club has purchased over 3,800 pairs of

eyeglasses for school children, as well as over 1,000 pairs for

adults. In their school screening programs and their ambly-

opia and glaucoma clinics, they have been able to check for

eye diseases and consequently prevent possible blindness for
over 12,000 adults and 4,000 children.

The Fairmont Lions Club began in 1935 a program that has
continued to this day and has become an annual Christmas
tradition—a Christmas Party for underprivileged children.
For the past 67 years, this program has been held with the
Union Mission, and some 5,000 children have received gifts
of clothing, candy, fruit, and toys from Santa Claus and the
Fairmont Lions through the Union Mission Children’s
Christmas Party. In recent years, several other groups have
joined the Lions and the Union Mission to enable them to

‘farnish even more items to the underprivileged children who

attend.

Lions in 1936 conceived the idea of a “blackout warden unit”
that later was to become the Civil Defense Police and today
the Marion County Auxiliary Police. Lions were also instru-
mental in the creation of the Mid-City Parking Lot, a unique
parking facility for the downtown, and in establishing city
parks and playgrounds. During World War II, Lions led the
entire county in the sale of “war bonds.”




Starting in 1951, Lions took to the streets to sell brooms and
mops manufactured by the Industrious Blind Enterprises at
Stonewood in order to assist that worthwhile organization
while raising funds for the club’s many civic and charitable
projects. After the closing of the facility at the end of the
twentieth century, the club chose to continue the sale of
brooms and mops from other sources to aid in the club’s many
civic and charitable projects. Through the years, light bulbs
and later fruit cakes have been added as sales items to furnish
funds for the club’s civic and charitable activities.

In addition, the club has furnished four District Governors as
well as numerous Zone chairmen and Deputy District Gover-
nors or Regional chairmen. A total of over 20 other Lions
clubs have been formed through efforts of the Fairmont club.
These clubs in turn have formed as many as 50 other clubs in
our current district as well as neighboring districts.

Always supportive of the International Association, the club
has had representatives at all State and most international
conventions. An example of the club’s support was probably
best shown in 1940 when 18 couples from the Fairmont club
attended the International Convention in Havana, Cuba.

To write a complete history of the service of the Fairmont
Lions Club would take a minimum of eighty volumes — one
for each year of the club’s existence. Suffice to say that the
Fairmont Lions Club has contributed over $750,000 to commu-
nity service activities and that members of the club collectively
have contributed well over 1,200,000 man-hours in service to
their community through Lionism. And, when you consider
those 35-cent meals of 1923 compared with the $10.00 meal of
today, that is a lot of today’s dollars.

No one can predict the future and what the world will be like
when our club reaches 100 years. But we can today say
“thank you” to those farsighted 32 men who joined together on
April 23, 1923, to begin what was to be an 80-year journey for
the Fairmont Lions Club. It has been a great ride! Thanks!
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PROGRAM

RECEPTION..c..nensrssrssssrssesssssssesses6:30 P.ML

Call to Order and Welcome.......7:00 P.M.
George Janice, President

Singing of One Verse of America......James E. Coleman

Pledge of Allegiance........i.evveneenn.Led byC. Wayne Dodd

INVOCALION...cccernreisisrnsnarnrrnranssssnsssssssssass Milton Durbin
DINNER

Introduction of Honored Guests.............. George Janice

Introduction of Past Presidents........ e George Janice

Introduction of Speaker.....cuiininin .George Janice
Address.....couens .Robert Browning, Jr.

Past International Director

Response George Janice
Remarks by District GOvernor......couu. Paul Amrhein
Drawing for Door Prizes

Closing Remarks and Announcements

Benediction... Milton Durbin



FAIRMONT LIONS CLUB — FAIRMONT, W.VA.
FAIRMONT LIONS CLUB ORGANIZED BY: V.M. Davidson, FIELD DIRECTOR, INTERNA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIONS CLUBS
Membership as of April 5, 2003 ORGANIZATIONAL DATE AND OFFICIAL CHARTER DATE:
April 20, 1923
Robert E. Brummage J. Keith Long CHARTER PRESENTATION DATE: April 23, 1923
Earl Carpenter - John David Manley
Gregory Church James E. Martin
Dr. James E. Coleman H. Leland Meadows
Ann Davis Dr. Q. A. Melgarejo Prasidantiil. .....ciocmrenmeionninisnienminnia Dr. Herschel R. Yost
Edward Davié Edsel G. Michael Vice President......coiieniiicnesiireniseeeeesneenes Floyd J. Patton
Jack Decker Carl S. Miller SECIEtary...ccocveciieciieeiici e Lawrence G. Boggs
C. Wayne Dodd Robert R. Moffett TrEASUIET..oovoooiiiiii e Phil S. Bentel
Milton E. Durbin Dominick J. Romino LION TAMET. ..o G.G. Smith
Charles David Fawcett Ray J. Rutherford Tall TWIStOr. oo George E. Martch
Edwin L. Garlow Duard Selders Director (2 year term).......c..ccoeeueene.... . Arch F. Brownfield
Jack R. H " Carolyn Smith Director(2yearterm).......ccoceveeeveeeccrceceanns, Harry L. Walsh
. . Tracy A. Smith Director (1 year term).......cceceecvecieverieiereneans C.B. Glasscock
g:;;fgﬁ:;:e c Tllmi;as Spiker Director (1 Year termM). e ecorcerersennens Albert M. Rowe
William S. Kime Claude S. Springer
Darrell Kimoto én‘mnl;isgiands
Everett P. Kiingensmith T Cf s B\ arres Ira A. Akins Bert G. Linn
Thomas J. Koon ~Martha M. Warren Paul E. Amos George E. Martch
Aubrey W. Linger Phil S. Bentel John W. Martin
T OUR SPEAKER J.V. Blair, Jr. George McCaig
: . Lawrence G. Boggs M.E. Miller
Robert Browning, Jr. Arch F. Brownfield Benton Mitchell
Bert Cousins Dr. Fred L. Morris
E. Deitz Luke Ollis
Reno Fleming Floyd J. Patton
C.B. Glasscock Harry S. Price
: , 5 3| Gilbert Gwynn Albert M. Rowe
Robert Browning, Jr. is a Past International Director j ML Hamiiton Vietor Shaw
from West Virginia, having served as Director during the Ray Harden G.G. Smith
two-year period from 1996 to 1998. He is a Past President Willis Hawley, Jr. Harry L. Walsh
of the Pineville Lions and served as District Governor of Dr. W.H. Hess Max D. Wilson
District 29-N in 1986-1987 and as Council Chjairman 'iu s.L. Johnson Dr. Herschel R. Yost
1987-1988. An attorney in Pineville, he is married to wife

JoEllen and they are the parents of two daughters.




